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SUB J : INDOCHINESE BOAT CASE (LADY CYNTHIA, CHOU LONG) 

REF: A. STATE 217215, B. SINGAPORE 4101, C. STATE 213600 
D. SINGAPORE 4144 

1 . AUSTRALIAN HICOM HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT GOS IMMIGRATION 
GRANTED PERMISSION FOR ALL 22 REFUGEES ON BOARD THE MV LADY 
CYNTHIA TO DISEMBARK AFTER RECEIVING AN UNCONDITIONAL LETTER 
OF ACCEPTANCE FOR THEIR RESETTLEMENT IN AUSTRALIA. 

2. REFUGEES REPORTEDLY WERE ALLOWED ASHORE THIS MORNING FOR 
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. THEY ARE HOUSED AT YMCA AT KATONG PENDING 
THEIR DEPARTURE WHICH IS SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 ON 

A QANTAS REGULAR FLIGHT. 
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3. COMMENT: GOS ACTION IN ALLOWING REFUGEES TO COME ASHORE 
AFTER RECEIVING AN UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE OF ACCEPTANCE 
FULLY CONSISTENT WITH THEIR EXISTING POLICY ON INDOCHINESE 
BOAT CASES. WE ALSO NOTE IN PARA 5 REF (A) STATEMENT RE SINKING 
OF CHOU LONG" AND RESCUE BY THE MV LADY CYNTHIA WHICH DESCRIBES 
SINGAPORE AS "A PORT WHICH HAS REFUSED SAFE HAVEN TO REFUGEES". 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS STATEMENT DOES NOT QUITE ACCURATELY 
DESCRIBE GOS REFUGEE POLICY WHICH DOES PROVIDE FOR REFUELING 
AND REPROVISIONING VESSELS IN PORT, RENDERING MEDICAL TREATMENT 
TO THE SICK AND IN CERTAIN CASES REPAIRING REFUGEE BOATS SO 
THAT THEY ARE SEAWORTHY. HOWEVER, THE GOS HAS CONSISTENTLY 
REFUSED TO PERMIT REFUGEES TO COME ASHORE FOR PROCESSING WITHOUT 
AN UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY. 
THIS REFUSAL HAS EFFECTIVELY STYMIED UNHCR RESETTLEMENT EFFORTS 
SINCE MOST EMBASSIES REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE TIME TO PROCESS 
CASES AND CANNOT ISSUE AN UNCONDITIONAL LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. 
MOREOVER. MASTERS OF MOST VESSELS CANNOT WAIT IN PORT UNTIL 
PROCESSING COMPLETED; THEREFORE, REFUGEES ARE FORCED TO STAY 
ON SHIP UNTIL SOME PORT CAN BE FOUND WHERE THEY CAN DISEMBARK 
FOR PROCESSING. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO PERSUADE GOS 
TO RELAX THIS RIGID AND UNFORTUNATE POLICY (SEE REF D). HOLDRIDGE 
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